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Practice and Impact of Community-Based Career Education on University Students

--Educational Significance of Participation in the Social Work Festa--

HAMADA Tomomi

KITAGAWA Yumiko

NISHITANTI kiyomi

This study aimed to clarify the educational effects of career education implemented through

collaboration between local communities and a university. In response to the growing

shortage of welfare professionals, students participated in the Social Work Festa, a program

jointly organized by welfare-related organizations in Kagawa Prefecture and the university.

Questionnaire surveys and qualitative analyses were conducted before and after the program.

Results showed that 92.3% of the students reported high satisfaction, and 84.6% indicated

that the experience influenced their career development. Free-response comments revealed
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increased interest in welfare professions, learning related to interpersonal communication,
the acquisition of new perspectives, and insights gained from the narratives of professionals
and service users, while some students expressed difficulties in career decision-making.
Furthermore, significant improvements were observed in “initiative” and “ability to influence
others,” suggesting the impact of experiential learning activities. Overall, the findings indicate
that this initiative demonstrated educational effects as a form of community-based career
education that contributes to career exploration in welfare professions and the development

of basic social competencies.

Keywords:

Community-based Career Education; Career Development in Welfare Professions; Basic

Social Competencies; Experiential learning activities; Social Work Festa
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Historical Study on the Making of the Council of Social Welfare : 1949-1951
ISHIT Senji

Against the backdrop of practical demands—regional organizational restructuring,
community chest recipient organizations, prefectural community chest bodies, Minsei-
iin (community welfare commissioners) as operational bases, and administrative
participation—the Social Welfare Council was conceived as an organizational framework
for community organizing activities. The vision for regional restructuring leading to the
Social Welfare Council began around 1949, while organizations bearing the name “Social
Welfare Council” as community chest recipient bodies also started appearing around the
same time. By 1950, alongside preparatory work for the Social Welfare Services Act,
public-private coordination efforts to realize the organizational concept of the Social
Welfare Council intensified. The “Systematic Chart of Social Welfare Councils” created
by the Ministry of Health and Welfare's Social Welfare Bureau during this process
outlined the nationwide organizational structure and the placement of Hoshi-iin
(volunteer service members). Thus, the Central Social Welfare Council was established
in January 1951. The Social Welfare Services Act, promulgated in March, made
prefectural social welfare councils statutory. By the end of fiscal year 1951, councils had
been formed in all prefectures, and over 40% of counties, cities, towns, and villages had

established their own councils.

Keywords :

Community Chest, Minsei-iin, Systematic Chart of Social Welfare Councils
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The Shifting Involvement of Young People in Japan
TAKEMOTO Tatsuya

This paper aims to explore the concept of social involvement of young people in
Japan. Currently, it is often asserted that young men and women do not attempt to
participate in social affairs. However, these arguments tend to only focus on political
involvement, such as voting. In contrast, this paper examines social participation among
young people with reference to Albert Hirschman’s(1970) framework, Exit,Voice and
Loyalty.

This re-examination yields two key findings. First, the concept of “consciousness as
person concerned” affects the choice between “exit” and “no exit”.
Second, the expectation of self-change plays an essential role in social involvement.
These results suggest that it becomes necessary to reconsider social participation of

young people in Japan.

Keywords :  social involvement; exit; voice
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